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St. Paul Lutheran Church 

CONNECTING WITH GOD, EACH OTHER AND  THE WORLDé 
 

The mission of St. Paul Lutheran Church is to Connect with God, each other and the world.  The priorities in that mission are out-

reach to families with children and youth, deepening spirituality, strengthening stewardship, and developing leadership.  The vision for St. 

Paul is to be an oasis, a place of refreshment, respite and renewal.  

 

If you would like to be a part of this mission and vision, please contact the church office at 368-2747 or officestpaul@yahoo.com 
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January Saintinal  

Baptism of the Lord 
Jubilee Sunday   

January 11 @ 9:30a.m. 

http://www.stpaullodi.org/
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 From Pastor Mark  
Grace and Peace to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

Plans and Priorities for the month  

My plans and priorities during the month of January will include building relationships. 
Connecting with God, each other and the world means having deeper more meaningful 
relationships and connections with God, each other and the world.  

New Member Classes Begin this month  

If you are interested in formally becoming a member of St. Paulõs, new member classes 
are forming now. Please contact Chris in the church office so that we can put you in touch with our next group of new 
members.  

 

Advent Opportunities for Giving  

Thanks for your generosity throughout the Advent and Christmas seasons. It is in no way an exag-

geration to say that literally thousands of people and hundreds of families were given a bit of hope 
because of the giving of the members of Saint Paul. Lodi Adopt a Child, Salvation Army and many 
many other ministries were the beneficiaries of your generosity. Thank you so much St. Paul, for your 
witness, your trust, and your faith in Christ. If you havenõt given yet there is still time during the 
twelve days of Christmas!  

 

New Years Eve Worship -Wednesday December 31, 5:30 p.m.  

New Yearõs celebrations are ways to mark the passage of time, to celebrate the blessings of the previous year and to ask 
for Godõs guidance and care on the journey still to come. In our culture many people make vows. The important vows of 
our lives Baptism, Confirmation, Marriage are all done in the context of scripture, prayer and community. As we gather 

to celebrate the New Year with our new vows, let us also gather for worship and Godõs blessing.  

Epiphany is January 6  

Epiphany season is the time in the church year between the 12 days of Christmas and Ash Wednesday which marks the 

beginning of Lent. The color of the season is green which suggests growth in Christ. The length of the season is flexible 
and is determined by the date for Ash Wednesday which is determined by the date for Easter which is the first Sunday 

after the first full moon after the first day of Spring. (Phew!)  

January 6 is the day of Epiphany and is also the 12th day of Christmas. Epiphany celebrates Christ being made known or 
made òmanifestó to all nations. The wise men or magi, offered gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Having seen the 
light of Christ, we offer the gift of ourselves, and our time, so that others may also know the epiphany of Godõs mercy 
and love. There are many home traditions associated with the celebration of Epiphany including òcarnivaló and Kingõs 
Cake. More information about Kingõs Cake and other Epiphany traditions can be found by doing an internet search. It is 
also on Epiphany that the Manger scene is made complete as the figures of the wise men are put into place.  

Epiphany House Blessings  

A fun way to bring the Epiphany season to life and to deepen oneõs faith is to host an Epiphany house blessing. These are 
very fun occasions for both the pastor and the family. Invite friends over, have a party and begin the festivities with a 
blessing. The Epiphany house blessing finds its roots in medieval history. When a king would make his way through the 
realm, members of his entourage would ride ahead and reserve various places for the king and his court to rest and eat. 
These places would have the mark of the kingõs crest placed on their lintel to show that they were ready to receive the 
king.  

St. Paul Lutheran Preschool 

ñI will praise you, LORD, with all 

my heart; I will tell of all the won-

derful things you have doneò 

Psalm 9:1 

 
Your Preschool wishes you a very 
happy and blessed 2015. 
 
In December the children per-
formed a Christmas play for their 
families and friends. Everyone was 
in costume, some had speaking 
parts, some carried presents or ev-
ŜǊƎǊŜŜƴΧΦǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ōŜπ
ing born in Bethlehem was our pur-
pose. (Although I was ill this night, 
many families have remarked the 
ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ άperfectΦέ 
 
As we finished the last week of the 
2014 year, we strived to follow our 
mission of connecting with the 
community. The Preschool donated 
two dinners at Thanksgiving to the 
community, and also sponsored a 
food/materials donation to our 

Lodi Animal Shelter. So many fami-
lies took this request to heart and 
brought in food; adult and puppy, 
toys, and much needed materials. 
The shelter will surely be a happier 
place in the next few months with 
all of our food and supplies. 
 
School will begin again January 05. 
It is amazing to realize that half of 
this year has been completed. 
 
For January, our themes are: Arctic 
Animals, Winter and Snow, Feel-
ings, and Senses. The alphabet let-
ters we are studying will be: Oo, 
Pp, Qq, and Rr. We will continue on 
ǿƛǘƘ άIŀƴŘǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ¢ŜŀǊǎέ 
and new, fresh jobs on the shelves. 
Both classrooms will continue with 
άƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ǇŀǊπ
ent appointments. We will cele-
ōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ά{ǘƻƴŜ {ƻǳǇέ ƻƴ 
Friday, January 16. This is a won-
derful story about sharing. 

Our next Par-
ent Meeting 
will be Thurs-
day, January 
8. We are 
planning a 
field trip to 
Rancho San 
Miguel for January. We are also 
ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭƛƴƎ ŀ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊ ŀǘ άwƛŎƪΩǎ 
Pizza for this month. 
 
Our wish list includes: Mrs. Met-
ǘƭŜǊΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ƛǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊΥ ǿƛƴπ
dow shades, and a storage shelf 
with doors. 
 
We thank you for your interest and 
support. 
 
Most sincerely, 
Rita Spohn, Director 
 

Birthdays 

Mark Anaforian, Kiah Andrews, Na-
than Bennett, Paula Bennett, 
Frieda Bettenhausen, Francis Bitz, 
Paul Churchill, Caitlyn Daley, Tim 
Daley, Hannah DeWalt, Jennifer 
DeWalt, George Dorr, Rowan 
Duffy, Ruth Ann Eichele, Jessica 
Evans, Connie Fabian, Willie Flan-
ery, Curt Gabrielson, Sandie Gil-
bert, LaVera Guenther, Nicholas 
Hagen, Frieda Hall, Roger Harbin, 
Steve Herzfeldt, Patti Hickey, Susan 

Holmquist, Jordyn Hummel, Keely 
Hummel, Richard Ianni, Abby Jae-
ger, Phyllis Jaeger, Steve Johnson, 
Ashley Jones, Kayla King, Spencer 
Lang, Lisa Lehnertz, Ricky Lehnertz, 
Dee Leistikow, Shaun Mackey, 
Tracey Maier, David Mann, Ron 
Marien, Arta Mason, Anita 
McKeever, Nolan McKeown, 
Delores Miller, Evelyn Moser, Peter 
Mullenbach, Karlyn Nieland, Jerry 
Olson, Max Osborn, Claire Pacheco, 

Edwin Pacheco, Alvina Pulliam, An-
drew Ramos, Kaitlyn Ramos, Jordan 
Rasmussen, Tony Rhodes, Zoe Rich-
ards, Jack Ronsko, Faith Ross,  
Vivian Rostomily, Don Royal, Ed-
ward Sandmeier, Dorothy Scheflo, 
Billie Jo Schmierer, Jimmy 
Schmierer, Mary Kaye Schramm, 
Violet Springer, Andrea Stewart, 
Rocky Terra, Scott Turner,  
Sharon Valinoti, Andre Wagner, 
Tyler Wallace, Rachelle Zimmerle. 
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At an Epiphany house blessing, the Epiphany story is read, and a short prayer is offered asking God to bless and care for 

those who dwell in the home. The lintel over the entrance is marked in chalked with the inscription 20+C+M+B+15. The 
CMB are the initials which legend has given the wise men, Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar. The inscription could also 

stand for the Latin blessing Christus Mansionem Benedicat, which means òChrist, bless this home.ó  

 

This shows that the home is ready to receive Christ the King. An Epiphany house blessing does not need to be led by a 
pastor but it would be a great excuse to invite a VICAR (or a pastor) to your home and enjoy a visit. Donõt be shy!  

January Adult Forums  

The Exodus refers to the Biblical story of the journey from slavery to freedom of Godõs people. It is an account of great 
drama, plauges, palace intrigue, miracles, arguments with God, illegitimate children, rebellion and much more. Recently 
a feature film has been released of the same title and while it may not be completely biblically accurate, it does a good 

job telling the story and communicating the emotion of the journey. After viewing the film the Vicar and I were both 
compelled to reread the Biblical story of the Exodus again. It is a story of grace and love.  

 January 4 ð Moses  

 Who was Moses? Was he married? What was his òspeech impedimentó? This morning we will look closely at 
 Moses and Aaron. What their life stories of faith were . . . Have you been called and like Moses are trying to tell 

 God òNo thank you.ó?  

 January 11 ð Jubilee Sunday!  

 January 18 ð The power of God vs Pharoah the òSun Godó  

 Today we will look at the plagues, the arguments between Aaron/Moses and Pharoah and why Pharoah wasnõt 
 just destroyed immediately by God.  

 January 25- Forty Year Road Trip.  

 Today we will have an overview of the forty year journey in the desert and we will review again what it meant to 
 be given the Ten Commandments and to be led by those commandments into the world.  

Sunday, January 18 Confession of St. Peter �² A Rocky/Stony Day!  

The confession of St. Peter is commemorated on Sunday January 18. Peter's confession, that Jesus is "the Messiah, the 
Son of the living God," is rock solid. Jesus is the stone rejected by the builders that has become the cornerstone. The 

psalmist celebrates God as "my rock in whom I put my trust." Paul refers to Christ as the "spiritual rock" that followed 
the children of Israel in the wilderness. Even the Greek petros, from which Peter's name comes, means stone. The assem-

bly gathers to honor the Son of the living God and longs to be recognized as companions of Jesus. For the Finns of the 

congregation this is also the date in which we recognize St. Henry Bishop of Uppsala. When Erik, King of Sweden, 

determined to invade Finland for the purpose of converting the people there to Christianity, Henry went with him. Henry is 

recognized as the patron saint of Finland.  

Sunday, January 25 Conversion of St. Paul  

St. Paul is the patron saint of our congregation. Because of his profound faith in his later years, it is easy to forget that 

Saint Paul was a convert to Christianity and was not a contemporary of Christ. In fact Paul was responsible for some of the 

early persecutions of the Christian community. In the days after the Epiphany of Our Lord we commemorate not only 
Paul's seeing the light but his saintly effort thereafter at being the light. Having our eyes opened by the Spirit of God in 
holy baptism, having been enlightened by the word read and proclaimed in the assembly, and having regained our 
strength in the Lord's supper, we too are convertedñturned again to follow in God's way.  

Remember you are loved!  


